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T Oo 


Our deareſt Son in Chri#, 


LEWIS 


| The MosT CRRISTIAN 
King of France, 
INNOCENT P. P. xi. 


Health and Apoſtolical Benediction. 


| Moſt dear Son in Chris, 
I two of our Letters we have already at large 
clearly ſhewn to your Majeſty, from the u- 
nanimous teſtimony of almoſt all your own 
A French Authors, and out of the very Ads 
and Records of your own Courts, how inja- 

riows to the Rights and Liberty of the Church , and 
how contrary to the uſage and proceedings of all your 
moſt Chriſtian Predeceſ/ors, that Edict was, which ſe- 
ven years ſince being ſet forth by you, does order and 


command, That the Cultome of poſſeſſing the ſruits of 
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all vacant Benefices ( vulgarly called Regalia) ſhall 
alſo extend to ſuch Churches within your preſent 
Dominious, as never before were ſubjedted to any ſuch 
Cuſtome. 

Now in the aforementioned Leiters of ours, according 

to the duty of our Paſtoral Office, and that Paternal care 
which we owe to the ſalvation of your Soul, me did ear- 
neſtly beſeech your Majeſty, that the ſaid Edict, and all 
other Acts enſuing thereupon, contrary to the Rights 
of the Church in general, and to the immunities of ſueh 
Churches in particular migbi by your Royal Authority be 
abrogated and repealed. And truly ſuch is the merit of the 
Cauſe it ſelſ and ſuch is our opinion of yourGeneroſity and 
Equity, that we did not at all doubt but that your Majeſty 
would before this have recti ſied the Abuſe, by reſtoring 
things to their former places; and thereby have freed 
#s from any farther ſolicitude upon this ſubjed : eſpe- 
cially in conſideration of our having ſo many other 
cares upon #4 in our adminiſtration and ſuperintenden- 
cy over the whole Church of God. VE 

But after our patient attendance of many months, 
we have received no Anſwer to our laſt Letter; and 
finding no Kedreſs of paſt Grievances, that on the con- 
trary we are inform d, that all things tend to greater 
diſorder, and that under colour of theſe pretended Re- 
galia, Collations of Benefices, and Canonical luſtitu- 
tions are obſtructed, the E piſcopal Authority depreſt, 
the Eccleſiaſtical Order and Diſcipline , diſturbd; and 
finally, that a new Practice is ſet up by a Secular Power , 
contrary to the antient uſage of the Church , and to di- 
vine Inſtitution : and this not covertly or in the dark, 


but at noon-day, and by Regal Authority, 


Ne 
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We will not at preſent repeat bow many Seandalt ahdl 


Complaints juſtly ariſe frow ſuch proceedings; what 
inconvenience to the Gallican Clergy, what danger 10 
the wniverſal Church, may follow from ſuch an Exams 
ple, with what blemiſh of your Honour, and ſtain upon 
your Conſcience. 

Theſe things we have ſufficiently laid forth unto you 
in our former Monitories 3 and they ſufficiently lay 
forth themſelves : But now our ſincere and Paternal 
Charity towards your ſelf & your moſt flouriſhing King- 
dom, will not ſuffer us in a matter ſo injuriows to the 
honour of God, and ſo perilom to your Soul to be lon- 
ger ſilent; for we are compell 4 with a moit paſſionate 
affedion of heart, and in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, to 
intreat and obſccrate your Majeſiy, that, mindful of the 
words ſpoken by our ſaid Lord to the Governours of his 
Church, He that hears you hears me, you will rather 
give ear to us who hold the place of a Father, and of 4 
moit loving Father towards you, telling you things 
wholſome and true, than to thoſe Sons of Diffidence, 
who onely ſavour earthly things, and who by their coun- 


ſel, profitable indeed in appearance, but in reality per- 


vicious and deſiructive, ſhake the very foundation of that 
antient and glorious Monarchy , whoſe Fundamentals 
always were the maintenance of Chriſtian Religion, ds 
the conſervation of the Rights & Authority of the Church, 
mere theſe men ſuch,as their Office and Dignity, and your 
extraordinary favour towards them oblige them to be, 
they would rather imitate the Integrity and Loyalty of 
thoſe, who formerly in their ſtation, (a it is Recorded 
in Hiſtory, and not long ſince inſerted into the As of 
the Gallican Clergy) did with Chriſtian liberty, in a 
like caſe admoniſh the Kings (your Predeceſſors) to re- 


member, how Sacredly they had promiſed by their Co- 
ronation- 
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64 
ronation Oath, to ſerve and advance the glory of God 
| with all their 3 and power; and to be always 
5 ready to ſpend their Blood and lay down their Lives, 
They would mind you alſo, how frail and uncertain the 
Lives of all Mortals are, eſpecially of Kings and Prin- 
ces , who when they are called before our impartial 
Judge, muſt appear without Houſhold-Guards or Atten- 
dince, without Pomp or Power, naked andunarm'd, to 
render an Acconnt of their Adions io the Searcher of 
Hearts; from whom nothing can be concealed 3 with 
whom there is no exception of Perſons; who has power 
to ſend into Hell: tire, where the Powerful are Power- 
tull tormented, Nor was there wanting in the former 
Age a Biſhop in France, whoin a full Aſſembly of Pre- 
lates end other Peers of the Realm,pleading the cauſe of 
the Church i» the preſence of Henry the Third, freely 
told the King, how it was obſerved,that the Race or Line 
of their Monarchs had never failed, till ſuch time as 
they did arrogate to themſelves the unduc nomination 
to Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, from which the glorioas St. 
Lewis (great in bis Temporal ſtate, but much greater in 
hzs Chriſtian humility) did ſo religiouſly abſtain, that he 
refuſed to meddle even with thoſe Nominations, which 
were offered and tendred to him from the Apoltolick- 
See. This was formerly in France, (and I hope it ſtill 
coutinnes ) the Apoltolical liberty of Specch in the E- 
| pilcopal Order, who feared and hoped nothing, bat from 
Cod. And ſuch their liberty was [ſo far from being 
cliſtaſtſul to their Soveraigns, that they both obtained 
their Suit, and the juſt commendation of all good men ʒ 
by which mcans the Sandion of the Oecumenical Conn- 
7 cel of Lions was preſerved Sacred and Inviolate. And 
| ſome of the Kings themſelves ( as inthe Freach Annals 
| Joer appear) did by their Edicts declare ſuch perſons 
In- 
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Impious, and Sacrilegious, who ſhould any ways attempt 
to extend the Regalia and right of Nomination to any 
Churches, where no ſuch uſage had formerly been. But 
this diſtemper of our preſent Age is ſo much the. more 
grievous to , in that we know, your Majeſty in your 
own Royal Inclination prefers above all thiugs the zeal 
of Juſtice, aud the honour of God. In maintenance 
whereof, you have lately ſet forth ſo pious and ſalutary 
Edids, and at preſent you ſo vigorouſly procced, to the 
joy of all good men, aud to the immortal honour of 
your Name, in deſtroying thoſe Neſts and Receptacles of 
Hereſie ; by which means we hope. you will no leſs raiſe 
to your ſelf in Heaven an Eternal Monument of your Pic: 
ty, as Preſeruer and Propagater of the Chriſtian Faith, 
than leave bebind you upon Earth the Trophies of your 
ViGories, as @ Conquerour. over | Barbarous Nations, 
But ſtill care muſt be talen, leſt what the right hand 
builds, the left- hand ſhould deſtroy 3 leſt. what your 
own innate Piety rears up, ſbould be tumbled down by the 
ſubtle and indireF Conncels of thoſe who ſay unto you. , 
Light is Darkneſs, and Darkness is Light. Be mindful 
of the Apoltolical Oracle, which tells u, be that finsin 
one, is guilty of all. Ie your mm Kingdom there arc 
not wanting ſome, among ſi our Brethren the Biſhops, 
who are men of Chriſtiar ſortitude, and zealows ſor 
the honour of God, and the Liberties of his church; 
and who even wpon this occaſion, with the like courage 
and conſtancy mould have tran ſacted this important af- 
fair with your Majeſty, which is the common Cauſe both 
of your Kingdom of France, and of the whole Church. 
Ard more would not have been wanting to aſſert the 
ſame, but that they are withheld by à certain timerouſ- 
neſs (which ſeemed to them prudential and juſt, but to 
us vain, and unbecoming the Charader of à Biſhop, and 
even 
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even in j urious to your Majeſty, in the miſtruſt of your 
Equity and Generoſity ) from entring into the Lifts : 
And ſo they wait the iſſue of our humble endeavonrs , 
hoping that we may obtain that in their behalf, by vir- 
tue of the filial Obedience, always due, and always paid 
by your Majeſty to the Apoſtolick See, which they had 
not courage to demand, as dne to them in their own 
right. Therefore in theſe our Letters behold the juſt grief 
and prayers of them all; and no leſs the will of God 
himpelf, ſpeaking to you by our mouth, and ſerionfly 
ad moniſbing you to retraG the aforeſaid Edict, and to 
redreſs all in purſuance thereof, that has been done con- 
trary to the Rights and Liberties of the Church. 0- 
therwiſe we have great cauſe to fear , that Gods Judg- 
ments and Indignation will fall upon you, which in our 
other Letters upon this occaſion we have denounced un- 
to you; and which now again unwillingly ( as to the 
ſence of our cordial affeFion towards you) but yet in o- 
dience to the Holy Spirit, moving ws to it,) we this 
third time denounce unto you. - Nor ſhall we write any 
more to yon upon this Subject; nor yet ſhall we deſiſt 
from applying ſuch Remedies, according to the power de- 
livered ws from God, which in ſo great and dangerow 
a Diſtemper we cannot omit, without wounding our 
own Conſcience by a culpable remi ſueſi in our Apoſto- 
lical Function. Nor do we fear for our ſelves any loſs 
or danger, nor any ſtorm , though never ſo violent, that 
may hence enſue. To this we are not call d, that we 
ſhould value our Lives above our Souls: we know full 
well, that Tribulation ſor the ſake of Juſtice is to be 
ſuſtained , not onely with a conragions , but a willing 
mind. In which, and in the Croſs of our Lord Jelus, 
we oucht onely to glory. It is the Canſe of God we at 
i» nor do we (eek the things that are ours, but the 
| things 
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things of Jeſus Chriſt. So that henceforth the con- 
troverſie will no longer be between ws two, but betmeen 
your Majeſty and him,againſt whom there is no wiſdom, 
there is uo Councel, there is no power. Having thas 
performed the duty of our Miniſtry, i» planting and 
watering , we ſhall attend the good pleaſure of Almigh- 
ty God to give growth to the work: from whom with 
earmeit Prayers we ſball not ceaſe to beg, that he will be 
pleaſed to animate theſe our words and exhortations 
with ſuch vigour and ſpirit , as may turn the heart of 
your Majeity to embrace ſound and wholſome Conncels : 
that ſo you may deſerve, and we rejoyce to ſee a grow- 
ing proſperity upon all your Fairs, and at all your 
Swbjeds may enjoy 4 laſting and flouriſhing peace 3 to 
you we give our Apoltolical Benediction. 


Marius Spinola. 
| 2 —-- 


A LETTER Written to-the 
French King,by the Lords Spiritual the Arch- 
Biſhops and the Biſhops , together with the 
other Ecclefiaſticks appointed by the Clergy 
of France, aſſembled at St. Germains en-Laye. 
With regard to the preceding Breve of the 
Pope, upon the Subject of the Regalia. 

SIRE,. | 
E have underſtood with 4 great deal of trouble, 
that our Holy Father the Pope has writ a Brief 
to your Majeſty, by which —_ onely Exhorts you not 
7 fo 


*The Sovereign Patro- 
A the Arch-Biſho« 


„and other Penefices 

oyul Foundation, due 
unto the King of France, 
and adherent unto his 
perſon, in the right of his 
Crown, anct there fore not 
to be transſerr dico 
ed, of aliened” unto an 
other and hereby he h 


ow Biſhopricks, Ab». 
of 


rhe Profits of them during, | 
Ih 


, and.the Prov 
on, Collation, and pre- 


mmit- 
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to dub ett ſome of our Churches to 
the Right of Regality, but farther 
declarsr, That he will wake uſe of 
his Authority, in caſe your Majeſty 
does mot ſubmit to the Fatherly Ad. 
monitions which be has ſo often re- 
peated on this Subjedt . We believe 
it, Sir, our Duty not to remain ſilent 
in ſo-important an occaſion, in which 
we ſee with an extraordinary grief 
the Bldeſi Son and ProteGor of #he. 


ſentation of Succeſſours 
er * -- ons thoſe Prince? which baue uſur- 
ped its: Rights. have been. Our deſign ir not to enter in- 
to the bottom of this Affair, in which the Aſſemblies. 
that have preceded this, have on divers occaſions recei- 
ved very conſiderable Marks of your Juſtice and Piety ʒ 
but we look, upon this extraordinary Proceedipg with 
great afflid ii, which far from ſupporting the Honour 
of the Religion, and the, Glory of the Haly See, may dimg- 
viſit, arid produts try ill ecki. & is t00 plain that 
it would, only ſerve to ſauour the Malice ſome trou- 
bleſome and Seditiow Spirits, wha cantrary to the in- 
tention of his Holineſs, which we believe to he very. 
good, would make ufc of bin Name and Anthority, as 
they Aodaily,in canſing ſeveral extravagant Reparts to be 
ſpread abroad againſt the bonour of your Majeſty, and 
the chief Prelates of your Ringdom, to revenge their 
private Reſentments. They lrhewiſe uſe- their utmoſt. 
Endeavours to raiſe a miſ-underſtanding betwoow the 
Clergy aud the Crawu, ina time that they. never bad 
more Cauſe to be united, by the. ProteGionr. mbich your 
Majeity gives to the Faith, and the Eceleſtaitical Die 
ſeipline, to the extirpation of Hereſies aud Novelties. It 

is 


Church threatned, as in other we 
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i eaſie for ws, being aſſiited by your Majeſty, to.pre- 
vent ſo perniciowe an Evil , either by repreſenting our 
Sentiments to his Holineſs, without failing in the Re- 
ſpe# which we owe him, or by taking ſuch Reſolutions 
as may equal the Prudence of the greateſt relates of the 
Church. Our Predeceſſours have known in like Con- 
junctures to maintain the Liberty of their Churches, 
without departin ffom thaſe Meaſures of Reſpe@, which 
their Birth and their Religion has infuſed in them for 
thei Ringe. And as your Majeity for his Zeal and 
Ant hority ſurpaſſes all that have been before him, ſa are 
we ſo fait linked to bim that nothing is able to ſeparate 
as. This Proteftation may ſerve to elude the vain en- 
terprizes of the Enemies of the Hol [+ Tap and the State; 
and therefore me renew it to your Majeity with all poſſi- 
ble Sincerity and Affection, fur it is good that all the 
World ſhould be informed, That we know haw the Love 
we bear to the Diſcipline of the Church, ought to agree 
Wh the, zlorioe Qrality mbich we will always preſerye 


Y.our moſt humble, moſt Obedient, moſt Faithful, 
and moſt Obliged Servants and Subjects; the 
 Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, and other the Eccle- 
ſiaſticks appointed by the Clergy of your 
A 


+ The Arch · biſhop of Parx, tPhelippeanx, Patriarch 
Duke and Peer of France, Arch-Biſhop of Bour- 
Commander of the Or- ges. 
ders of the King; Pro- | + Hyacinte, Arch-Biſhop 
viſor of Sorbonne, .Preli-.} of All. . 


dent. r Francois, Biſhop of 4 
+ De Grigqan,Coadjutor ol micns. 


Arles. | + G. Biſhop of Perignenx. 
| t Charles, 
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+ Charles Francois, Biſhop 
of Contance. 

+ S. de Guemaduc, Bilhop 
of 8. Malo. 

+ L. M. Biſhop, Duke of 
Langres. 

+ Jean Louis Biſhop of Air. 

+ 7. B. M. Colbert, Biſhop 
of Montanbon. 

+ Loui Aube, Biſhop of 
Grace, 

+ The Biſhop of Ci#eror. 

t Poncet de la Riviere, Bi- 
ſhop and Earl of Uzez. 

+ Andre,Biſhop of Auxerre. 

Loui Alphonce , Biſhop 
Dallet, Proctor. 

De Grance. 

De Tonnerre. 

De Coetlogon. 


De Vi lars. 

De Broglio. 

Phelippeatxe 

De Marias, Dean of 8. 
John de Lion, 

De Fleury. 

De Views. 

De Gonrives. 

Cher n. 

De Ventimille di luc. 

J. le Gentil. 

De Morcaſſiu. 

De S. Valier. 

Boncant. 

Des Marefts, Agent-Ge- 
neral of the Clergy of 


France. 


| De Beſons, Agent. General 


of the Clergy of Fraxce. 


By our Lords of the General Aſſembly, 


From S. Geymins en Laye, 
this xoth of Fuly, 1680. 


The Abbot de Grignan, nominated 
by the King to the Biſhoprick of 


Exrenx, Secretary. 


